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In this study, we compare the university idea among Robert M. Hutchins, Clark
Kerr and Derek C. Bok from the perspective of university function view. On this
condition, the view of university function is rethought and some implications are
given for the governance of China’s universities.
The full text of the dissertation is divided into four parts. Its literary construction
arrangement is as follows:
Part one (Chapter1): The prologue dwells on the worth of the topic, the research
situation, the frame of the treatise and the new points of it.
Part two (Chapter2 to Chapter4): This part makes a detail analysis of the
university function view from three angles: the essence and objective of
university, the functions of university and the implementation of university. The
conclusion is that Hutchins’ university function emphasizes on a single function
view with a certain conservative. However, it is still significant that he pays more
attention to mission of university, academic freedom and general education. The
view of Kerr is radical compared with Hutchins’. Pluralism colors Kerr’s view of
university function. The university function view of Bok is mediate.
Part three (Chapter5): In this part, we compare the university function view of
Hutchins, Kerr and Bok and analyze the reasons of this. They have different
philosophical positions. Hutchins holds the rationalism; But Kerr and Bok adhere
to the pragmatism. Hutchins thinks that the university has single essence and
objective. But Kerr believes that the natures and purposes of the university are
multiple. Bok’s view is similar to Kerr's, but he believes that education and
research is the fundamental purpose in many of the aims of the university. All of
them agree that the university should be committed to social responsibility, but
the difference is how to undertake it. They have different ideas because they have













times. However, they have a similar academic experience so they have a basic
consensus. For example, they express loyalty to academic freedom.
Part four (Chapter6): In this part, the view of university function is rethought and
some implications are given for the governance of China’s universities. University
as a single "ivory tower" or "service station" is desirable. The most important thing
is to achieve a balance between "ivory tower" and "service station". There are
three inspirations for the governance of China’s universities. First, we need to
clarify the basic understanding for the university. Second, the idea of university
should reflect the needs of the times. Third, the rise of Chinese universities
depends on the "giant president".
         


































































































































































[95]R.M. Hutchins. Education for Freedom [M]. Baton Rouge, La.: Louisiana State Press.1943.
[96]R.M. Hutchins. The Conflict in Education in a Democratic Society [M]. New York: Harper & Brothers,
1953.
[97]R.M. Hutchins. Higher Education in American [M]. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1936.
[98]R. M. Hutchins. The Learning Society [M]. New York: The new American Library, 1968.
[99]R. M. Hutchins. The University of Utopia [M]. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,1953.
[100]R. M. Hutchins. No Friendly Voice [M]. New York: Greenwood Press, 1936.
[101]William H. McNeil. Hutchins' University: A Memoir of the University of Chicago 1929-1950[M].
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1991.
[102]H. S. Ashmore. Unseasonable Truth [M]. New York: Little Brown and Company, 1989.
[103]Clark Kerr. The Great Transformation in Higher Education [M]. Albany: State University of New York
Press, 1991.
[104]Clark kerr, Marian L. Gade & Maureen Kawaoka. Troubled Times for American Education: The 1990s and
Beyond [M]. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1994.
[105]Clark Kerr. Higher Education Cannot Escape History [M]. Albany: State University of New York Press,
1994.
[106]Clark Kerr. The Uses of the University [M]. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001.
[107]Clark kerr. The Gold and the B1ue: A Personal Memioir of the California, 1949-1967 [M]. Berkeley:












[108]Derek Bok. Universities and the future of America [M]. Durham: Duke University Press, 1990.
[109]Derek Bok. Beyond the Ivory Tower [M]. Cambridge: Harvard University Press,1982.
[110]Seymour Martin Lipset & David Riesman. Education and Politics at Harvard [M]. New York: Mcgraw-hill
book company,1975.
[111]Smith, Richard Norton. The Harvard Century [M]. New York: Simon and Schuster,1986.
[112]Samuel E. Morison.Three Centuries of Harvard [M]. Cambridge: The Belknap Press, 1936.
[113]Jerech.Leon Nicholas. Two Contrasting Views of Uses of University: Robert M. Hutchins and Clark Kerr
[D]. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champain, 1978.













Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
